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was little capable of judging the feelings of enthusiasts. If any
misgiving did arise it was silenced by the 48th chapter of his
Koran; and he was, by the chief men of'his army, before he
left his encampment, spontaneously inaugurated. The truce
enabled him to complete the subjugation of the Jews by
the assault, and capture of their chief residence, Kaibar. Their
king was tortured in his presence to discover his hidden
treasures, and Mohammed added the betrothed bride of his son
to the number of his many wives. Markhhab, a giant commander
of one of his forts, is said to have been hewn in two by Ali, with
a single stroke of the sabre. After the capture, Mohammed
went to lodge with his family, and his sister Zeinab provided
for him his favourite dish, a shoulder of mutton. The guest
who first tasted it fell down dead, and the prophet spat out the
morsel he had taken, saying it had told him-it was poisoned,
a figure of speech out of which a miracle has been fabricated,
Interrogated as to her motive, she replied, " I wished to ascer-
tain if thou wert a prophet: if thou art, it will not hurt thee;
if not, I should deliver my country from an impostor." The
shepherds and husbandmen were -permitted, during pleasure,
to improve their patrimony; but under the reign of Omar
they were removed into Syria, and the Khalif alleged the
injunction of his dying master, that the true religion should
alone be professed in his native land.

The next year Mohammed returned, according to agreement,
to complete his pilgrimage, for before he had been forbidden to
visit the temple, and had been obliged to shave himself and kill
his victims at his encampment. On learning his intention the
Koreish had retired to the hills, and the country was almost
deserted, but he faithfully adhered to the treaty, by withdraw-
ing on the fourth day. Those who remained were edified by his
behaviour, and -he was acknowledged as prophet by three most
important converts, Othman eben Telha, the guardian of-the
Caaba, and Khaled and Ainru, the future conquerors of Syria and
Egypt, The same year is also memorable for the first engagement
of the Moslems with the troops of the Emperor, from whom they
were so soon to wrest so many of his provinces. On returning